
 



 

Estate Planning: Where Do I Start? 
If you've been thinking about estate planning but aren't sure where to begin, please keep in mind 
that you're not alone. Many people know they should have an estate plan but don't know what steps 
to take first.  The good news is that getting started is usually much simpler than people think. 

Step 1: Think About Three Questions 
1. If you became unable to manage your affairs, who would you trust to handle your finances? 
2. If you could not communicate with doctors, who would you trust to make medical decisions 
for you? 
3. If something happened to you, who would you want to receive your property? 
 
Don't worry about having perfect answers. Just start thinking about the people you trust. 

Step 2: Make a Simple List 
Gather basic information about: 

• Your home or real estate 
• Bank accounts 
• Retirement accounts 
• Life insurance 
• Vehicles 
• Any existing estate planning documents 

You do not need every document before speaking with an attorney. 
A basic list is enough to get started. 

Step 3: Identify Key People 
Consider who you would want to serve as: 

• Personal Representative (the person who would handle your estate) 
• Financial Decision-Maker 
• Health Care Decision-Maker 
• Guardian for minor children, if applicable 

The important thing to remember: 
• Choose people who you can trust,  
• who you see as a responsible person; and 
• also willing to serve. 



 

Step 4: Meet With an Estate Planning Attorney 
A consultation is your opportunity to ask questions and learn about your options. It does not 
require you to know exactly what documents you need. 

Good questions to ask include: 

• What documents do you recommend for my situation? 
• How are your fees structured? 
• What is included in your fee? 
• What information should I gather? 
• What should I expect during the process? 

Asking questions is a great way to: 

• make sure that you are getting what you need; and  
• that you are hiring the right attorney.   

 
Step 5: Remember That Estate Planning  

Is Not Just About Death 
Estate planning also helps answer important questions during life, such as: 

• Who can help manage finances if I become incapacitated? 
• Who can communicate with my doctors? 
• How can I make my wishes known? 

Many people benefit from estate planning even if they are not wealthy, do not own a business, or 
do not have children. 

The Good News: 
You Don't Have to Figure Everything Out Before You Start 

The biggest mistake many people make is waiting until they have all the answers. 

You don't need all the answers. 

You just need to take the first step. 

  



 

 


